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Certificate of Mailing: 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as First Class Mai! in an envelope addressed to: Hon. Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington DC 2023 1 



Date 
By 

Signature 



September 20, 2001 
Inga Hildreth a . 



Hon. Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT & SUBMISSION OF 

PRIORITY DOCUMENT 

SIR: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.56, applicants wish to call the attention of 
the Examiner to the information identified in the attached form PTO-1 449. A copy 
of the prior art reference(s) are enclosed. 

The concise explanation of relevance of the non-English language references ' 
is found in the translations of the abstracts of each of the Japanese language 
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references. See MPEP §609 A(3). Here the translation is more extensive in nature 
and consists of a partial translation of the entire disclosure. 

Applicants respectfully request that the examiner consider the enclosed prior 
art reference materials in the examination of this application. 

No fees are deemed necessary for the submission of this Information 
Disclosure Statement, as it is being filed before a first office action in this 
Application. However, if any fees are necessary in connection with the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement, please debit our Deposit Account No. 13-4550. 

The citation of this information does not constitute a waiver or admission of 
priority or that any cited item is available as a reference, or a waiver of any right 
under applicable statutes, codes, rules, or otherwise. 



Respectfully Submitted, 




Andrew F. Young 
Registration No. 44,001 
Attorney for Applicant 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 




I sheets if necessary) 



Atty. Docket No. 

M2173-1 



Serial No. 



09/924195 



Applicant 

Shuichi NAITO 



Filing Date 

August 8, 2001 



Group 

unassigned 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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Class 
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Filing Date 
If Appropriate 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 







Document Number 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Subclass 


Translation 


Yes 
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8/99 


JAPAN 
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OTHER PRIOR ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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